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whole  scriptures  ;  *from  their  preser* 
vatiou  ;  from  the  moral  teiuleriCy 
of  the  doctrines  revealed  and  the  du¬ 
ties  enjoined  in  the  bible  ;  from  tlic 
eflcct  these  doctrines  and  duties 
have  produced  in  the  lives  of  men  ; 
from  the  continuation  of  a  church  ia 
the  world  under  the  circumstances 
which  liavc  attended  it ;  from  the 
experience  of  Clod’s  true  worship¬ 
pers,  and  their  rejoicing  and  fortitude 
in  view  of  the  most  solemn  scenes, 
and  under  the  presiirc  of  sufl'ering  ; 
aiid  from  tlic  confessions  made  by 
tliC  most  bitter  opposers  of  the 
Christian  name,  v.hen  brought  to 
sensibility  in  view’  (»f  eternity.  Af¬ 
ter  a  concise  discussion  of  this  sum¬ 
mary,  I  shall  take  up  and  answ  er,  the 
most  plausible  objections  v/hicl^  may 
occur,  an:i  conclude  the  w  hole,  with 
those  leflcclions  wl;ich  may  l:o 
deemed  pertinent  and  fairly  d^duci- 
bie  from  the  whole. 
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Introduction  to  the  Evidences  of  the 


divine  authenticity  of  the  Scrifitiires 


dccign  in  this  number 
.  _L  is  to  pursue  tlie 
gcr.eral  argument,  by. suggesting  a 
liillcM’cnt  traiji  of  thought,  in  which  I 
trust  it  w  ill  be  made  to  appear,  not 
only  in  one,  but  in  every  view^  in 
which  the  subject  can  possibly  be 
placed,  that  the  scriptures  are  uiulc- 
lilably,  a  cummunication  from  God. 


same 


Tun  yiHing  reader  will  permit  me 
to  suggest,  that  the  conclusions  you 
will  form  frein  these  comijined  num¬ 
bers,  arc  of  unspeakable  moment  to 
yourselves.  My  mind  has  been  pe¬ 
culiarly  arrested  to  the  subject  for 
your  sakes,  and  I  Cannot  suppress 
the  discov  ery  of  a  strong  desire,  that 
your  minds  may  l)c  inspressed  and 
bcltlcd  in  a  train  of  tiiinking  and  con¬ 
clusion,  w  liich  shall  be  of  no  little  ad¬ 
vantage  to  you  in  tliis  life,  and  to 
your  unspeakable  joy  and  rejoicing 
in  that  which  is  to  come. 


Let  us  for  a  moment  look  at  the 
I'.arnioiiy  maintuiiied  and  runnirg 
tlirougli  tile  w  hole  of  the  scriptures. 
We  may  w  ell  suppose,  t!u;t  in  a  i’c- 
vclation  from  God  there  w  ould  he 
harmony  of  senilinciit.  An  inditci' 
possessed  of  iuhnite  w  isdom  luA 
goodness  must  be  unHahlc  to  error, 
or  the  least  deviation  from  self-ccr.- 

I  N 

sistcncy.  In  works  of  hiiinar*  gen¬ 
ius,  it  must  be  expected  t!  cicw  i;i 
he  moi  e  or  less  incongri.ity  of  iC<\  s. 
imperfect  minds  liave  no  iecu  iiy  a- 
gainst  traiisrrcssing  the  rules  oi  uc- 


To  obviate  more  fully  tlie.diviiu 
authenticity  of  the  Lhrisiian  religion 
tile  Icudinir  ideas  will  be  in  conform 
ity  to  the  following  out-lines, 
bha!!  argue  froin  t!ie  harmenv  main 
tbiiicd  and  runnintr  thrcin^h  tin 
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tiiude.  Fettered  by  prejudices,  and 
partial  in  their  conceptions  there  will 
be  more  or  less  clashing  in  their 
|)roduction3.  No  man,  in  the  discus¬ 
sion  ot  a  great  variety  of  abstruse 
and  difficult  subjects  to  any  consid¬ 
erable  extent,  will  maintain  an  entire, 
hhrrriony  of  thought.  -  Men  even  of 
the  miost  superior  talents  and  the 
most  e.minent  piety  often  communi¬ 
cate  ideas,  which  do  not  perfectly  ac* 
cord  with  some  other  ideas  they  had 
suggested.  Especially''  when  we 
compare  the  works  of  different  au¬ 
thors,  oii  the  sarhe  subjects,  rvc  find 
them  to  be  accustomed  to  different 
modes  of  thinking.  Their  judg¬ 
ments  do  not  accord,  and  in  a  great 
variety  of  instances  their  sentiments 
■will  be  incompatible  with  each  other. 
In  perusing  the  bible  Ave  find  no  war 
of  sentiment,  but  the  most  perfect 
unity  strictly  observed  thro’out.  The 
Scriptures  throughout  were  penned 
by  different  men,'  living  in  periods 
far  distant  S*om  eadh  other,  varioxis- 
ly  educated,  under  forms  of  govern-^ 
men:  and  in  stages  of  society  of  ex¬ 
treme  disparity,  and  when  customs 
and  manners  and  the  prevailing  phi¬ 
losophy  had  experienced  repeated 
I’cvolutions.  From  Moses  to  the 
time  when  the  apostle  John  cofnplel- 
ed  the  Apocalypse  had  elapsed  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  nearly  two  thousand  years. 
Considering  these  men  thus  circum¬ 
stanced,  is  it  not  unaccount  ihle  they 
should,  en.tfiely  harmonize  ir.  such 
a  multiplicity  of  subjects,  if  they  had 
not  been  divinely  in.spired  ?  Look 
int6  the  pbilosopl.ic-dl  disrpiisitions 
df  former  ages,  and  can  you  find  a 
similar  example  ?  Do  not  their  writ¬ 
ings  abound  with  innumerable  con- 
fradictions  ?  philosophy  has  been  a 
efifferent  thing  in  one  period  from 
•what  it  has  in  another.  Even  rules 
and  maxims  of  moral  conduct  have 
been  fluctuating  and  varying.  All 
will  be  convinced  of  this,  w'hd  have 
been  id-  any  measure  conversant 
with  the  .history  of  nations.  The 


whole  philosophy  of  heathen  antii 
quity  ’is  a  combination  of  incongrui 
ity  and  heterogeneous  views  of  men 
and  things.  If  Ave  alloAv  our  minds 
to  ponder  deliberately  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  wc  shall  be  umler  the  necessity 
of  considering  the  bible  in  tiiis  res¬ 
pect  alonfe  and  by  itself.  The  dw- 
trlne's  ami  duties  specified  and  mark¬ 
ed  out  arc  numerous,  ^.nd  yet  there 
is  the  most  entire  agreement.  '  Not 
so  much  as  two  ideas  are  there  in 
the  real  spirit  of  them,  but  what  cor. 
respond  entirely.  Does  aAvorkof 
such  perfect  unity  look  like  the  pro* 
duction  of  imperfect  creatures  ?  Is 
not  this  uninterrupted  hafmony  a 
most  conclusive  argument,  that  the 
whole  originated  from  one  mind,  and 
that  every  hand  employed  in  Avrh- 
ing  the  scriptures  AvaS  guided  by  the 
suggesting  influences  of  Clod  ?  This 
argument  is  of  great  AA-eight  and  the 
more  it  is  contemplated  the  more 
the  strength  of  it  Avilt  appear. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  il 
will  be  proper  to  notice  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  ’the  scriptures  through  so 
marty  revolutions  and  changes  as 
havfe  varied  the  state  of  society  in 
one  age  and  in  aholher.  Sofnc  of 
the  productions  of  antiquity,  it  is 
true,  have  reached  uS,  and  these  arc 
.such  as  gratify  the  passions,  and  feast 
the  pride  of  the  human  heart.  I- 
doiitry  which  is  a  foost  tempting 
sin  Avas  celebrated  by  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  Avith  the  ifiost  splendid 
eloquence.  It  is  not  strange  that 
v.'ritings  of  this  description  should  be 
preserved,  since  they  exhibit  so 
much  of  that  Avhich  is  pleasing  to 
the  carnal  mind.  The  preservation 
of  the  bible  h'as  been  under  totally 
‘different  circumstances.  The  five 
books  of  Moses  arc  more  ancient, 
than  any  other  AA'orks  extant.  And 
that  they  should  be  preserved  is  mi¬ 
raculous,  since  they  uniformly  cci.* 
demh  the  AAi,"ked  customs  of  all  ages- 
’  W'liutcAcr  disturbs  the  sinful  hcai'-l 
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and  attaches  punishment  to  goiit  will 
forevec  be  opposed  by  depraved 
jninds.  The  wicked  feeling  them¬ 
selves  condemned  by  the  bibley  ar- 
tlently  desire  to  put  down  its  author¬ 
ity*  Accordingly  there  have  been 
astonishing  efforts  to  expel  religion 
from  the  world.  The  opposers  of 
die  gospel  truth  have  exerted  their 
whole  strength  to  effect  their  object. 
In  the  early  ages  of  Christianity  all 
human  jjower  was  inlisted  against 
the  scriptures,  and  the  ino.st  desperr 
ate  measures  Vere  pursued  to  ren¬ 
der  Christianity  extinct.  This  was 
Strikingly  verified  in  the  perseciN 
lions  of  the  Jews  in  Palestine  and  of 
those  which  succeeded  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  cruel  edicts  of  Nero, 
Dotnitiaa  and  Decius  Tragaii. 
And  how  happened  it  that  earthly 
power  did  not  succeed  in  effecting 
its  object  ?  What  had  it  to  tvith- 
staiid  ?  Christians  used  no  carnal 
weapons  against  the  inveterate  foe. 
Why  were  they  not  crushed  ?  be¬ 
cause  God  was  for  them  and  shield¬ 
ed  them  by  his  omnipotent  arm. 
The  Lord  who  controls'  the  wicked 
secured  the  sacred  deposit  under 
Ids  pavilion.  Christianity,  there¬ 
fore  must  stand.  It  iiath  stood  and 
will  continue  in.  spite  of  all  opposition 
from  earth  and  hell.  The  preserva¬ 
tion  of  these  writings  is  a  witness 
for  God,  that  he  views  them  as  the 

•  I  ^  . 

apple  of  his  eye. 


The  nature  and  genius  of  the 
christi.injreligion  distinguish  it  from 
all  others.  In  th'e  religion  of  Christ 
w  e  have  that  which  is  not  only  su- 
,  perior  to  what  may  be  found  in  any 
other  system  ;  but  sentiments  are 
disc*!(>scd,  diverse  in  their  nature 
from, all  other  religions  which  have 
ever  been  offered  to  the  world. 

The  religions  of  Nouma  and  ]Ma- 
homet  were  hut  engines  of  stale  pol¬ 
icy,  and  were  pfOjiugattd  by  the 
most  sanguinary  measures.  Their 


found<trs  through  intrigue  rose  to 
power,  and  by,  that  power  fastened 
on  the  necks  of  the  vanquished  the 
most  servile  submission  to  their  reli¬ 
gious  tenets.  \Vhat  they  never 
could  have  done  by  addressing  their 
systems  to  the  reason  and  conscience 
es  of  men,  they  did  by  the  strength 
of  their  arms  Though  inherently 
possessing  all  power,  yet  Christ  de¬ 
clares  that  his  kingdom  was  not  of 
this  world.  Instead  of  taking  to 
himself  the  ensigns  of  royalty,  his 
appearance  was  in  the  most  humble 
form,  and  his  whole  life  an  uninter- 
cepted  series  of  poverty,  reproach 
and  persecution.  And  by  what 
means  were  nren  induced  to  become 
Ivis  followers  ?  Not  by  proffers  of 
wealth  and  greatness,  net  by  motives 
of  self  interest,  gorgeously  attired. 
Inducements  of  this  descriotion 
were  never  so  much  as  named.  Far 
otherwise.  They  must  follow'  him 
at  the  forfeiture  of  all  the  facinating 
objects  of  sense.  *They  must  sub¬ 
mit  themselves  to  a  life  of  toil  and 
a  death  of  violent  torture,  or  they 
could  not  be  his  disciples.  As  there 
was  a  most  striking  disparity,  be- 
tw’een  Christ  and  the  impostors  of 
this  world,  so  his  religipn  was  di¬ 
verse  from  all  their  conQeplions. 
Who  but  Christ  has  published  a  re¬ 
ligion,  which  makes  the  sacrifice  of 
himself  the  only  ground  of  render¬ 
ing  that  religion  efficacious  ?  Christ 
came  into  the  world  to  give  his  life 
a  ransom  for  many,  and  sealed  his 
ministry  by  makifig  his  own  blood 
the  foundation  uf  access  to  his  king- 
don).  Do,  earthly  sovereigns  take 
such  a  coursie  I  Do  kings  and  jpten- 
tates  ascend  tlic  scaffold  and  expire 
in  agony,  that  thq  wretch  who  had 
been  guilty  of  treason  might  be  ac¬ 
quitted  arid  be  made  to  reign  as  a 
prince  ? 

Thf.  duties  marked  out  by  Christ 
for  his  followers  are  perfectly  pure, 
equally  remote  from  pride  aird  os- 
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tentation  on  the  one  hand,’ and  ghast¬ 
ly  and  monkish  austeritv  on  the  oth- 
er.  Humility  must  be  a  prominent 
feature  in  everv  follower  of  '  the 
Ijamb.  Blessed  arc  the  meek  for 
they  shall  inherit  the  earth.”  Re¬ 
taliation  of  injuries  is  incompati!)lc 
vith  the  fjospel.*  ‘‘  Forgire  and  ye 
shall  be  forgiven.  The  love  of  en¬ 
emies  Christ  has  made  indispehsi- 
ble.  I  say  unto  you  love  your  en¬ 
emies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do 
good  to  them  who  bate  youTandpray 
for  them  who  despitefully  use  you 
und  persecute  you,  that  ye  may  be 
the  children  of  your  father  who  is  in 
heaven.”  Repentance,  faith,  love 
to  God  and  oiir  neighbor  are  the  du¬ 
ties  imposed  by  Christ  on  Ins  follow¬ 
ers.  This  system  while  it  iidfolds 
a  glorious  way  of  pardon,  cxhii)its  an 
eternal  rule  of  righteousness,  and 
points  to  a  future  I’ctilbution  which 
shall  result  in  consequence  of  ever- 
lasting'moment  to  every  individual  of 
the  assembled  iitiiverse.  Laid  in  the 
scale  with  this  religion,  how  light  the 
greatest  efiorts  of  human  genius  ? 
3  feathenshave  approachedtheirgods 
with  obsequious  homage  ;  and  who 
v/erc  their  pretended  duties,’  but  de¬ 
parted  heroes,  who  in  their  life  lime 
had  bid  deiianre  tohumanity,  and  with 
unrelenting  cruelty  had  triumphed 
in  the  spoils  of  the  wretched.  From 
vain  idolitry  let  us  look  to  Christ 
2i}'*d  hear*  his  heavenly  discourse,. — 
Come  unto  me  a’l  ye  that  labor 
and  are  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give 
voii  rest.”  Take  a  combined  view 
of  this  religion,  mark  its  transcend- 
ant  excellencies,  the  hopes  it  in¬ 
spires,  and  the  felicities  it  secures, 
its  object  is  adequate^o  every  exi¬ 
gency  of  an  undone  world.  While 
it  humbles,  restrains  and  reforms 
the  soul,  it  holds  out  to  every  follow¬ 
er  ofthc  lamb,  all  assurance  of  eternal 
wri.rht  of  trio;  V.  “  Kye  hath  not 
5rcn  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hatn  en¬ 
tered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con¬ 


ceive  the  things  which  (iod  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  him.” 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  religion,  as  to  produce  convic¬ 
tion  of  its  excellency  in  the  minds  c- 
veh  of  infidels.  It  is  impossible  to 
conceive  the  least  change  in  any  doc¬ 
trine  or  duty  revealed  in  the  scrip, 
til  re  \vhich  would  render  it  more 
perfect,  or  less  liable  .to  reprehen¬ 
sion.  Whenlhe  bible  has  been  laid 
aside  and  its  autherity  contemned, 
vice  has  reared  his  horrid  standard 
aud  spread  desolation.  Legislatures 
liave  had  recourse  to  this  book  for 
their  ideas  of  jurisprudence,  and 
have  been  convinced  that  no  system 
of  civil  gov'ernment  could  be  sus¬ 
tained,  if  this  main  pillar  should  be 
removed. 

The  bihle  has  been  found  most 
happily  suited  to  form  the  minds  of 
youth  and  to  settle  them  in  that 
course  of  action  which  most  tends  to 
their  happiness  and  usefulness.  So 
undeniable  is  the  good  tendency  of 
the  gospel  that  the  vilest  have  no  in¬ 
considerable  conviction  on  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

V 

The  worst  of  men,  wlio  have  a 
fondness  for*  their  children,  arc 
desirous  to  see  them  abstain  from 
the  sins  forUdden  by  the  bible,  and 
punctually  perform  the  duties  en¬ 
joined,  however  abandoned  they  arc 
themselves.  The  bible  'will  in  spite 
of  men’s  efibrts,  beget  conviction  of 
its  universal  good  tendency,  and 
trancendant  excellency.  Supreme 
love  to  (iod  is  a  duty  made  essential 
to  happiness  and  sah^alion.  And 
should  we  meet 'this  requisition,  ev¬ 
ery  subordinate  duly. of  life  would 
arrest  our  prompt  and  deliglitful  ro- 
gard.  Repentance  and  faith  so 
strongly  urged,  arc  connected  with 
life-  highest  happiness  of  society. — 
These  exercises  are  inseparably  con¬ 
nected  with  brotherly  kindness  and 
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charity.  Prayer  and  praise  hold  a 
Jiigh  pUice  in  practical  Christianity, 
and  when  once  the  heart  is  tuned  to 
these,  there  will  be  those  concomi¬ 
tant  virtues  which  exalt  the  human 
chgj’acter,  and  have  the  most  saluta¬ 
ry  influence  on  society.  On  the 
whole,  the  biblc  is  its  own  witness, 
it  is  a  book  wdnch  commends  itself 
to  every  man’s  conscience  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

licT  considq»*ing,  not  only,  the  u- 
niversalJy  good  moral  tendency  of 
the  scriptures,  but  the  actual  fruits 
pioduccd  by  this  icligion  and  she 
wili  appear  in  her  radiant  charms. 
In  coming  into  this  part  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  we  shall  stand  upon  ground 
whicii  cannot  be  contested.  The 
great  men  ofanti  juity,  t’nough  they 
jjfopagatcd  their  doctrines  with  the 
v.linost  industrv,  never  found  them- 
•  selves  able  to  rcfoi*m  the  life  of  a 
single  individual.  It  is  with  wil¬ 
lingness  that  the  appeal  be  made  to 
ail  infidels,  whether  on  cml)racing 
their  principles,  the  profligate  have 
been  reformed  and  become  amiable. 
Can  they  name  so  much  as  one  ’nan 
Avho  had  been  dishonest,  profane^  or 
hard-hearted,  who,  on  coniing  into 
tiieir  way  of  thinking  has  become  a 
downright  good'man  ?  Infidels  have 
made  converts  to  their  principles, 
but  have  they  converted  one  man 
from  the  love  of  sin  to  the  love  of 
holiness  ?  If  on:^  instance  can  be 
shewn,  a  new  thing  will  be  seen 
under  the  sun.  But  can  this  be 
said  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  i  It 
can  never  be  said,  without  doing 
^violence  to  facts.  Thousands  in 
this  country,  wdio  for  years  had 
been  addicted  to  the  vilest  abom¬ 
inations,  have  been  through  the 
ii^strumentulity  of  gosped  truth 
reformed,  and  are  now  shining  ex- 
axamplcs  of  th.e  most  amiable  vir¬ 
tues.  The  bible  whness.-  s  its  heav¬ 
enly  extracts  by  its  benign  effects. 


The  existence  of  a  coiirch  in  the 
world  is  God’s  witness  to  the  truth 
of  revelation.  U  we  receive  the 
witness  of  n^n,  the  witness  of  God 
is  greater.”  The  preservation  of 
the  church  has  been  miraculous. 
God  carried  her  in  his  arms,  thro^ 
the  Hood,  through  Egypt,  through 
the  Red  Sea,  kept  her  alive  through 
the  Babylonian  captivity  and  down  to 
the  Christian  era.  I'he  church  of 
Clirist  has  survived  the  bitterest  op¬ 
position  from  men  and  devils.  She 
has  seen  the  rise  and  fall  of  nations. 
She  has  beheld  fotir  great  monarch¬ 
ies  rise  one  after  another  to  the  very 
pinnacle  of  fame,  and  then  crumble 
to  naught.  She  has  seen  revolution 
upon  revolution,  nation  rise  agaiiist 
nation  and  kingdom  against  king¬ 
dom,  the  conflagration  of  cities,  and 
the  eartii  drenclicd  in  liurnun  gore. 
She  lives  a  w  itness  for  God.  And 
do  you  ask,  has  siie  survived  by  her 
own  power,  or  the  intervention  of 
human  aid?  I  answer  by  no  suc;\ 
cause.  It  is  true  the  mighty  of  n 

earth,  at  times,  Lave  visibly  esnous- 
•  *  ^  ♦ 
ed  her  interests,  but  they  have  al¬ 
ways  left  tiiem  worse  than  ther 
^  •  • 

found  tl»em.  Gcnera^*y  tl*e  great 
have  been  adverse  to  the  cause  of 
the  redeemer,  and  aimed  destruc¬ 
tion  agciinst  hh  followers.  But  of 
what  avail  have  been  their  attempts?^ 
They  have  operated  to  enlarge  the 
kingdom,  they  were  intendt  d  to  d  *- 
stroy^  and  given  occasion  for  God  to 
shew  lumself mighty  to  save.  I  av- 
ing  the  w  hole  together,  w  e  are  un¬ 
der  the  necessity  of  saying,  this  is 
the  ||^rd’s  doing  and  marveljous  in 
our  ^’cs.”  E. 

mmomm 

ir?  an  rcty  crJ  -'jr 
muf^ner^  the  tniturr  of  eei'cra, 
J'ection*. 

If  the  following  extract  mav,  w  he 
pixipiicty,  be  admuicd  u:to  die  C 


xangelical  Magazine,  tlie  perusal  of 
way  be  oi'  use  to  many  who  are 
never  likely  to  be  possessed  of  the 
•work,  from  which  U  is  extracted, 

£v*n. 

Fix  your  attention,  for  a  moment, 
upon  a  large  estate,  which  would 
supply  you  with  all  the  necesjaiics 
and  ^  elegancies  of  life  ;  wljereon 
you  might  enjoy  yourself  at  full 
ease,  n^j*  wanting  the  least  pleasure 
to  whithyou  might  be  inclined  i  be 
Qiitof  the  reach  of  fortune,  and  a- 
■Sjovo  depeudance  ;  have  it  in  your 
power  to  oblige  your  friends,  and  to 
keep  as  nuuay  of  them  as  you  would 
about  you^  Observe  now  :  Do  you 
&td.  that  you  arq  approving,  h^d  do 
you  eslecin,  with  pleasure  and  sat- 
jafaction,  such  a  possession,  wishing 
It  wore,  four’s  ?  This  enit^on  you 
feel  in*  you  towards  iu  is  th.e  affec¬ 
tion  of  lo.vc»  Appi'oving  such  an 
<^atc>  have  you  a  certain  confi¬ 
dence  that  you  may  obtain  it  ?  The 

brisk  emotion  you  feel,  is  termed 

•  -  1 

Su}>pbse  yoiii:s'elf  possessed 
aiKlthiit  vou  find  yourself  lifted 

*  •  m  •  • 

lip  with  ni'jch  satisfaction  in  your 
ji€w  circiini stances  ;  This  is  the  af¬ 
fection  of joy.  lr;xagiuc  yourself  so 
pcssessedt  and  happy  ;  end  think, 
if  this  estate  should  he  taken  from 
you  ;’tlie  displeasure  you  feel  at  the 
thought  is  termed  tiatrrd^  l)ul  snp- 
|)Qse  y.Qttrseif  in  danger  of  loosing 
it  ;  the  disturbance  you  c:?;perience 
wfithin  yoiv>  is/rer.  Suppose  it  ac* 
taailr  taken  firomy^u  ;  tbeagitation 
you  f^cU  fe  sorrow.  Let  ns  place 
the  presence  and  favor  of  Cod  in  the 
stead  of  tliis  estate,  suppose  God 
offering  his  prcixnce  and  favour  to 
yo#  s  LUk  you  tear  the  offer  with 
pleasure  ?  Tlds  is  hvf.  Do  you 
fjtMi  youi'scli  in  a  way  of  enpyiwg 
this  c^er  ?  You  fei  I  tho  springs  of 
Siofzc.  Arc  yo«  possessed  of  (io<rs 
presence  atnl  favor  Your  affection 
Tiiitikof  being  deprived  of 


God's  presence  and  favour  :  You 
feel  hatred.  Suppose  yourself  in 
danger  of  loosing  it ;  It  is  fear  that 
woi'ks  in  your  breast.  Have  you 
lost  it  for  the  present  i  It  is  sorrow 
that  moves  you.  Now  he  who  shall 
find  himself  affected  with  love  and 
hatreds  hope  and  fear,  joy  and  sor-^^ 
row,  about  an  earthly  estate,  whil# 
he  finds  no  such  workings  about 
Go<l,  is  certainly  an  unrenewed 
man  :  WhUe  on  the  other  hand,  he 
who  sits  comparatively  easy  about 
eaart^ly  things,  and  finds  tlie  love 
and  hatred,  hope  and  fear,  joy  and 
sorrow,  of  his  mind  chieflv  cxcrcis-^ 
cd  cciiccming  God,  may  have  good 
confidence  that  hi^  aflcciions  are  re¬ 
newed^ 

Walker* s  Chrisfian. 


,  Ku^e  tfie  heart  with  all  c/i/z^f^zer 
out  of  it  are  tatissiirs  of  lifc*^. 

Manage  all  your  actions  and 
thoughts  as  il'  you  were  just  goings 
out  of  llie  w  orld,  w^as  a  rule  which  a 
;  heathen  prescribed  to  himself  ;  and 
r  it  is  worth  while  for  a  Christian  tp 
follow  bis  example.  First  he  ought 
to  watch  against  all  frelfv>l  and  dis- 
:  contented  thoughts.  It  is  cquallv  a 
'  Christian’s  bnerest  and  duty  to  Ieara> 
in  whatsoever  state  he  is,  tlierewkh 
to  be  content.  FI  arbour  hot  too  anx¬ 
ious  thoughts — you  only  anticipate 
evils  w'hich  may  never  happen^  or  if 
'they  €ld  will  be  accompanied  with  al¬ 
terations  you  could  not  foresee.  Di$- 
^•miss  as  sooi\  as  maybe  all  angry 
thoughts^  ‘  Anger  may  steal  into 
the  heart  of  a  wise  man,  but  U  restk 
.only  in  thi^  bosom  of  fools.  Banislb 
all  revengeful  thoughts.  A  spirit  of 
revenge  is  the  spirit  of  the  devil,  and 
I  ijotbiug  can  be  mure  G|)posite  to  the 
Christian  temper.  Drive  from  yotn^ 
mind  all  sdly  and  trifling  thoughts  ; 
whicli  only  hold  your  mav.l  iu  emp-; 


yZxtractif. 


i,  rtam  ■■■-■■  .r  r  i  a  ■  ■  r.  ■■ 

ty  idle  amusements,  consume  time 
tind  prevent  a  better  employment  of 
the  mind-  And  indeed  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  difierence  between  waking  and 
sleeping  dt^ams.  Repel  all  irnpnrc 
iHonghts  \Vhich  pollute  the  mind  ; 
which  though  hid  from  men,  are 
known  to  God,  in  whos€  eyes  they 
are  abominable. 

Lastly,  with  abhorrence,  re¬ 
gret,  all  profane  and  blasphemous 
thoughts,  which  arc  sometimes  sud¬ 
denly  injected  into  tl:e  mind  ;  we 
know  not  h6w>  though  W'e  may  give 
a  pretty  gobd  guess  frocn  whence. 
These  arc  the  thoughts  wx  should 
caixfully  guard  against  as  imperii- 
nent  and  mischievous  intiiiders. 

Abnd^cd from  ATasor, 


Atrrnj  and  Juxlgment, 

In  the  last  century  a  Scots  gen¬ 
tleman  of  tlie  name  of  JVasiraw  was 
remarked  by  all  for  his  profaneness, 
but  particularly  for  a  sanguinary  dis- 
posUion,  it.  being  his  study  and  de¬ 
light  to  excite  quarrels  which  ended 
in  bloodshed.  Having  succeeded  in 
forcing  a  neighboring  gentleman  to 
kill  another,  ;^nd  Gliding  him  gixatly 
troubled  on  account  of  it,  he  gave 
him  tills  horrid  advice,  namely,  to 
practice  it  more  as  the  best  cure  ; 
for  that  he  himself  had  killed  six 
men,  that  on  the  first  occasion  he 
was  rcndercdaincasy,  but  by  a  rcpc- 
tiiioii  of  such  deeds  lie  became  qui¬ 
et. 

As  Mr.  W.  was  one  day  riding  to 
a  place  whert^  two  persons  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  decide'  a  CjiuuTcl  by  a  duei, 
his  horse  slumblcvl  on  t!u'  siwie  of  a 
steep  rock, and  tiu'ew  him  down  it  a 
considerable  dcptli,  his  swuni  falling 


I4i 

out  before  him,  yrt  iviih'jUt  any  hurt  i 
His  mind  was  greatly  affected  by 
this  peculiar  deliverance.  The  Lord 
broke  in  uiK>n  his  conscfencc  w  ith 
great  convictions  of  sin.  On  the 
day  of  his  death,  which  was  not  ex¬ 
pected  by  any,  he  was  overheard  to 
be  wrestling  in  prayer,  for  a  long 
time  :  At  length  family,  after 
waiting  for  him,  and  knocking  nmeh 
at  the  chamber-Kloor  in  vain,  wxro 
constrained  to  break  it  open  ;  wiien, 
to  their  great  surprise,  he  w  as  found 
dead  on  his  xnees^  a  vast  quantity  c4* 
blood  having  issued  from  every  pas* 
sage  of  his  body,  and  swimmiBg  a- 
bont  the  floor*  ; — an  awful  proof  tc» 
tile  wxrld,  that  though  God  will  par¬ 
don  the  sins  of  his  people,  yet  he 
ivill  not  suffer  some  sins  to  pass  with¬ 
out  a  vidbie  mark  of  his  anger,  and 
taking  vengeance  on  their  inven¬ 
tions. 

*  Charles  IX.  ofFrahee,  ti  e  au- 
t!ior  of  that  dreadful  massacre, 
whereby  the  blood  of  so  many  thou-, 
sand  Protestants  at  Paris  was  shed, 
died  bv  an  extraordinarv^  effusion  of 

4  0 

blood  from  all  the  passages  of  Lis 
body. 

X 

•e 

t'.  V. 


COXVFKSION  OF  A  FARMER, 


By  a  ciminutancc  rather  xirxommoiu 

John  Dickson,  a  farmer  in  the 
parish  of  Ratho,  near  Iklinburgl:, 
was  long  a  stranger  to  the  Inexhaust- 
il)Ie  riclii  s  of  gra^\  He  no  re¬ 
gard  lo  ihe  sarivu  i»iViiinuces  of  t!^c 
go/'pel,  oi\  if  ever  on  i'h'  L-^nrs  dav 
hi‘  enters  vl  the  churclu  it  wv.s  mere 
fnuu  a  iK  >ii'e  <»f  udiv'Uiiug  th:,n 
king  by  'a  h.at  he  The 

pivui'hoil  did  not  nv>t  la  i  g 

luiNcd  with  fauli.  In  t!n>divad*ul 
siluaiion  \%  as  lio.  w  Iiciu  on  ll.e  v  h 
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of  March,  1790,  his  wife  died,  after 
bringing  into  the  world  an  infant 
daughter.  The  good  pit)vidence  of 
that  gracious  God,  who  calleth  the 
w  eak  things  of  this  world  to  con¬ 
found  the  strong,  had  ordained  that 
the  nurse  of  this  child  should  be  a 
woman  of  exemplary  faith,  who 
“  walked  in  the  Spirit,  being  sancti-* 
lied  by  the  Holy  Cihost.”  The 
carnal  mind  of  the  father  still  contin¬ 
ued  at  enmity  with  God  but  he 
w  as,  ere  long,  to  be  brought  to  a  full 
conviction  of  Jus  own  unworthiness, 
and  a  delightful  experience  cf  re¬ 
deeming  love.  The  child  being  now  i 
fibout  twenty  montlis  old,  and  begin¬ 
ning  to  prattle  a  few  words,  was  one 
clay  sent  for  by  the  father,  wlio  was 
bitting  after  dinner  with  some  of  Ids 
profane  acquaintance.  To  his 
great  astonishment,  the  cl.iid  re¬ 
peated  two  or  three  times,  in  its 
infant  tones, O  t?ie  grace  of  God !” 
These  words  made  a  deep  impres¬ 
sion  upon  the  father.  lie  began 
to  reflect  upon  bis  sins,  and  the  pow¬ 
er  of  that  grace,  which  cleanselh 
from  sii;,**  so  long  t'ne  subject  of  his 
impious  ridicule.  The  Holy Xi host 
^  hath  opened  his  heart,""  and  now 
brought  him,  like  a  sheep  that  had 
been  astray,  into  tSe  fold  of  divine 
love.  Since  that  time  he  hai  ever 
walked  as  bccomcth  one  ‘‘  called 
in  the  Lord,  bringing  forth  fruits 
TTicet  for  repentance."’  The  words 
which,  through  the  grace  of  Cod, 
became  the  happy  instrument  of  bis 
conversion,  were  the  customary  c- 
jaculatior.s  of  tJ.c  pious  nurse,  and 
had  thus  been  Icanied  by  tlie  infant ; 
So  was  the  scripture  verified, 

that  out  of  tV'*  of  babes  and 

sucklings  the  Latli  perlfcted 

praise."" 


SCRAPS.  ^ 

The  fi%v)er  of  religion. 

Lord  Peterborough,  wlien  on  a 
visit  to  Fcnelon,  at  Cambray,  wa»so 
charmed  with  the  virtues  and  tal- 
ents  of  the  -\rchbishop,  that  he  ex-* 
claimed,  at  parting,  If  I  stay  here 
any  longer,  1  shall  become  a  Christ¬ 
ian  in  spite  of  my  self.” 

Anecdotet  cf  Distinguished  Persons, 


Singular  Providence. 

W  i:ev  Mr.  Abcrncthy,  in  Iiis 
youth,  was  diverting  hiinseif,  with  a 
servant  w  ho  attended  liiin,  upon  the 
great  bridge  Belfast,  liappcning  to 
cast  his  eye  upon  something  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  w'hich  catched  his  fancy,  they 
ran  oft*  on  a  sudden  ;  and  the  ino- 
ment  they  had  moved,  the  arch,  up¬ 
on  which  they  had  been  standing, 
fell  clown  ;  so  they  narrowly  escap¬ 
ed  being  crushed  to  death. 

firejac:  to  hi*  Sermom,  fiage  9. 


Communications  yi/-  i/tc  Hdi' 
^out  and  Moral  Gazette,  free  cj 
plottage,  u'ill  be  gratrfullij  received. 
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